
NSCL User Workshop 2008
NSCL’s annual user workshop, held June 2, 2008, was 

attended by over 120 users. Discussion centered on new 
experiments to be made possible with new instrumentation 
at the laboratory, including capability for stopped and reac-
celerated beams (commissioning expected in 2010) and the 
new national gamma detector array GRETINA (expected to 
be moved from LBNL to NSCL for a first round of experi-
ments in 2011). 

A recommendation from the 2007 User Workshop 
played a major part in MSU’s decision to fund not only 
the stopped and accelerated beam capability, but also the 
new 10,000-square-foot experimental area, expected to 
be completed during summer of 2009. The new area will 
allow users to design and build cutting edge instrumenta-
tion, including a laser spectroscopy system, a time projec-
tion chamber, an array for nuclear astrophysics studies with 
exotic nuclei (ANASEN), and a precision recoil separator.

More information on the user workshop, including PDFs 
of many of the presentations, is available at:  
meetings.nscl.msu.edu/userworkshop2008/. 

 
Upcoming reaccelerated beam workshop

A workshop on reaccelerated beams at NSCL will be 
held August 2 as an addendum to the July 27 – August 1 
Symposium on Nuclei in the Cosmos. More information on 
the meeting is available at:  
meetings.nscl.msu.edu/ReacceleratorExperiments/.

 
Nuclear Structure 2008 (NS2008)

The Nuclear Structure 2008 (NS2008) conference was 
hosted by NSCL and held in the adjacent Biomedical and 
Physical Sciences Building June 3–6, 2008. NS2008 marked 
the 12th meeting in this series devoted to recent experi-
mental and theoretical developments in the research on 
nuclei near the limits of isospin, spin and excitation energy. 
Meetings in this series have previously been held at ORNL, 
LBNL, ANL, and Chalk River. 

The conference program consisted of 66 oral pre-
sentations and more than 80 poster presentations.  The 
program also included a welcome reception in the MSU 
Demonstration Gardens, a tour and reception at NSCL, and 
a banquet held at the MSU Kellogg Hotel & Conference 
Center. More than 220 scientists attended NS2008, and 
their active participation, along with the outstanding level of 
the presentations, led to a very successful conference.

 
From the CERN Courier: 				  
The stop-start approach 				  
to rare isotope beams

“The obvious way to create low-energy beams is to slow 
down high-energy ones, but this severely degrades their 
quality,” writes science journalist Don Monroe in the July/
August CERN Courier. “A better technical approach is to stop 
the beams, extract them and then reaccelerate them or use 
them at low energies. This is the path that MSU has opted 
for in upgrading its NSCL facility.” 

The complete article is available at: 
cerncourier.com/cws/article/cern/34931. 
 
Operations update

NSCL’s summer shutdown will end a month early, the 
result of partially restored NSF funding for FY08. Coupled 
Cyclotron Facility operations will commence September 2 
with PAC-approved experiments beginning September 15. 
Contact Raman Anataraman (raman@nscl.msu.edu) with 
questions.

 

 
Finished niobium and titanium components for assembly into 
superconducting cavities for the NSCL reaccelerator; NSCL engineer 
Patrick Glennon is pictured in the background.   
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